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the Empire with the kingdom of Sicily. Yet never
Frederick in riper years be able justly to reproach the
See of Borne with haying robbed him of his Empire ; it
is his own uncle who will have deprived him of that
crown, of his paternal inheritance, and who is even
endeavouring by his myrmidons to despoil him of his
mother's kingdom, did not the holy Church keep watch
and ward over his rights.7

" Neither can any objection be raised against the
legality of the election of Philip. It rests upon the
gravity, the dignity, the number of those who chose
him. It may appear vindictive, and therefore unbe-
coming in us, because his father and his brother have
been persecutors of the church, to visit their sins on
him. He is mighty too in territory, in wealth, in
people ; is. it not to swim against the stream to provoke
the enmity of the powerful against the Church, we who,
if we favoured Philip, might enjoy that peace which it is
our duty to ensue ?

" Yet is it right that we should declare against him.
Our predecessors have excommunicated him, justly,
solemnly, and canonically: justly, because he has
violently seized the patrimony of St. Peter ; solemnly,
in St. Peter's church on a high festivity during the
sacrifice of the mass. He has obtained absolution, it is
true, from our Legate, the Bishop of Sutri, but in direct
contradiction to our express commands. Besides he is
under the ban pronounced against Markwald and all,
Germans as well as Italians, who are his partisans. It
is moreover notorious that he swore fealty to the child ;
he is guilty therefore of perjury : he may allege that we

J Eemark this provident anticipation of Frederick's future cause
with the Seo of Rome, ani the blame cast on his relative.